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	Aims and Objectives
	This syllabus aims to provide master's level students with a structured and comprehensive approach to legal research in the context of criminal law.It emphasizes not only the technical aspects of legal research but also the critical analysis, ethical considerations, and interdisciplinary perspectives necessary for producing high-quality research in the field.This master's level course is designed to enhance students' proficiency in legal research within the field of criminal law. Emphasizing advanced research methodologies and critical analysis, the course aims to equip students with the skills necessary to conduct independent, thorough, and ethically sound legal research. Objectives: 
1. Develop the ability to design comprehensive research plans that address complex issues within the domain of criminal law.
2. Demonstrate proficiency in executing research plans, including data collection, analysis, and interpretation.

3. Master advanced legal research techniques, particularly database searching, to access a wide range of legal resources.

4. Acquire interdisciplinary research methods relevant to criminal law, fostering a holistic approach to legal research.

5. Apply proper citation methods according to legal research standards, ensuring accurate and transparent attribution of sources.

6. Demonstrate awareness and compliance with ethical considerations in the treatment of human subjects in research related to criminal law.

The objectives align with the specified learning outcomes, ensuring that the course provides a focused and structured approach to achieving the desired knowledge, skills, and attitudes in the field of legal research in the context of criminal law at the master's level.

	Learning Outcomes
	Learning Outcomes:

1. Research Design and Methodology: Demonstrate proficiency in designing and executing a research plan for exploring complex issues within the domain of criminal law.

2. Advanced Legal Research Skills: Master advanced legal research techniques, including database searching, legal and case law analysis, and interdisciplinary research methods relevant to criminal law.

3. Critical Analysis and Synthesis: Develop the ability to critically analyze legal sources, synthesize information, and draw informed conclusions that contribute to the advancement of knowledge in criminal law.

	Course Content
	Course Plan
	Week

	
	Introduction to legal research
	1

	
	Difference between general and scientific knowledge 
	2

	
	Preparation, design, and phases of research project
	3



	
	Formulation of research question and hypotheses
	4

	
	Selection of research method (quantitative versus qualitative)
	5

	
	Data collection (sources of data) 

	6

	
	Assignment – theoretical background and research design
	7

	
	Research instrument – interviews, questionnaire, observation, documentary evidence, focus groups,
	8

	
	Sampling
	9

	
	Citations of legal sources
	10

	
	Ethics in legal research – plagiarism prevention
	11

	
	Quantitative results analysis
	12

	
	Qualitative results analysis
	                13

	
	Assignment-Evaluation of research limitations (quantitative versus qualitative in criminal law research)
	14

	
	Submission of mini-thesis or publishable manuscript
	   15

	Teaching/Learning Methods
	Teaching/Learning Activity
	Weight (%)

	
	1. Lectures
	35%

	
	2. Exercises
	35%

	
	3. Discussions and assignments
	30%

	Assessment Methods
	Assessment Activity
	Number
	Week
	Weight (%)

	
	1. Theory and Research design
	1
	7
	20 %

	
	2. Discussion and Research Limitations (Quant vs. Qual.)
	1
	14
	20 %


	
	3. Attendance 
	15
	1-15 
	10 %


	
	4. Publishable mini-thesis or manuscript
	1
	15
	50 %

	
	
	
	
	

	Course resources
	Resources
	Number

	
	1. Lectures
	20%

	
	2. Moodle
	20%

	
	3. Laboratory work with SPSS
	20%

	
	4. E-Research
	40%

	ECTS Workload
	Activity
	Weekly hrs
	Total workload

	
	· Lectures
	2
	30

	
	· Exercises
	1
	15

	
	· Research design
	1
	7


	
	· Discussion and research limitation (comparison quant versus qual.)
	1
	8

	
	· Writing mini-thesis or publishable manuscript
	2
	30


	
	· Independent study
	1
	10
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