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	Type


	Semester
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	Course Lecturer
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	Aims and Objectives
	The objective of the course is to introduce students to the key concepts and techniques of research methods in legal sciences. It includes instruction and practice of the basic principles strategies of research methods. The aim of the course is to teach the students how to think and write research articles in legal sciences

	Learning Outcomes
	Upon completion of this module, students shall be able to:
· Achieve specialized knowledge in legal research;

· Develop a research design;
· Differentiate and compare between quantitative and qualitative research;

· Evaluate when each research method is applicable in civil legal research;

· Carry out a research project resulting in a master thesis or publishable paper;

	Course Content
	Course Plan
	Week

	
	Introduction to legal research
	1

	
	Difference between general and scientific knowledge 
	2

	
	Preparation, design, and phases of research project
	3



	
	Formulation of research question and hypotheses
	4

	
	Selection of research method (quantitative versus qualitative)
	5

	
	Data collection (sources of data) 

	6

	
	Assignment – theoretical background and research design
	7

	
	Research instrument – interviews, questionnaire, observation, documentary evidence, focus groups,
	8

	
	Sampling
	9

	
	Citations of legal sources
	10

	
	Ethics in legal research – plagiarism prevention
	11

	
	Quantitative results analysis
ligjore
	12

	
	Qualitative results analysis
	                13

	
	Assignment – Evaluation of research limitations (quantitative versus qualitative in civil legal research)
	14

	
	Submission of mini-thesis or publishable manuscript
	   15

	Teaching/Learning Methods
	Teaching/Learning Activity
	Weight (%)

	
	1. Lectures
	50%

	
	2. Exercises
	25%

	
	3. Case studies 
	25 %

	Assessment Methods
	Assessment Activity
	Number
	Week
	Weight (%)

	
	1. Theory and Research design
	1
	7
	20 %

	
	2. Discussion and Research Limitations (Quant vs. Qual.)
	1
	14
	20 %


	
	3. Attendance 
	15
	1-15 
	10 %


	
	4. Publishable mini-thesis or manuscript
	1
	15
	50 %

	
	
	
	
	

	Course resources
	Resources
	Number

	
	1. Lectures
	20%

	
	2. Moodle
	20%

	
	3. Laboratory work with SPSS
	20%

	
	4. E-Research
	40%

	ECTS Workload
	Activity
	Weekly hrs
	Total workload

	
	· Lectures
	2
	30

	
	· Exercises
	1
	15

	
	· Research design
	1
	7


	
	· Discussion and research limitation (comparison quant versus qual.)
	1
	8

	
	· Writing mini-thesis or publishable manuscript
	2
	30


	
	· Independent study
	1
	10

	Literature/References
	· J. Creswell, Research Design-Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Research Methods, Fifth edition, SAGE Publications, 2018.

· A. Sloan, Basic Legal Research: Tools and Strategies, 8th edition, Wolters Kluwer, 2021

	Contact
	Dr. Xhavit Shala– xhavit.shala@ubt-uni.net 


